CHAPTER X.

NUSTCOMAR'S PETITION.

IN an earlier chapter I have noticed in passing the
incident of Nuncomar's petition to the Council,
yhich petition was delivered by Clavering after
Nuncomar's execution, and was upon the motion of
Francis, burnt as a libel by the jailer for want of a
common hangman. This transaction was stated in detail
by Impey before the House of Commons in his own
defence, as a proof that the Council themselves did not
at the time when the execution took place regard it as a
judicial murder; an inference which, after the speech
was made, was greatly enforced and corroborated by
Farrer's relation of the attempt made by him to induce
the majority of the Council to adopt and promote the
petition which Farrer had prepared on Nuncomar's
behalf, and of their refusal to do so. This transaction, and
the controversy between Impey and Francis which it
occasioned, appear to me to throw great light on the
origin and value of the accusations made against Impey,
and on the character and conduct of Francis, although
they certainly do not affect the questions of Hastings's
connection with the prosecution, or of the propriety of